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 EU-wide, economy-wide greenhouse 
gas emissions reduction target of at 
least 55%, including emissions and 
removals, by 2030 compared to 1990 

 Actions required across all 
sectors of the economy and launch 
of revisions of the key legislative 
instruments 

The 2030 Climate Target Plan

https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/e
u-climate-action/2030_ctp_en

COVID-19: 
buildings in the center for our lives

Investing in buildings can 
 inject a much-needed stimulus into the 

construction sector and the macro-
economy 

 trigger a large-scale transformation of 
our cities and built environment
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Buildings: Where are we now?

 The overall architecture is working (especially for new buildings)
 The nearly zero-energy buildings sets a 'future-proof' vision for the 

sector and mobilise stakeholders accordingly
 Cost-optimality is an efficient approach to set energy performance 

requirements
 EPCs is a useful demand-driven market tool

The current 
renovation rate 
~1% per year
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On 14 October 2020, the
European Commission presented
its Renovation Wave Strategy. The
Commission aims to at least:

• double renovation rates in
the next ten years;

• make sure renovations lead to
higher energy and resource
efficiency.

• Concerted action at all levels,
from the local to the regional,
national and European

The Renovation wave
Greening our buildings faster, Creating jobs, Improving lives

Key principles

• Energy efficiency first principle 

• Affordability, energy poverty

• Decarbonisation and integration of 
renewables

• Life-cycle thinking and circularity

• High health and environmental 
standards

• Tackling the twin challenges of the 
green and digital transitions 

• Aesthetics and architectural quality
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Actions

• Strengthen information, legal 
certainty and incentives: 
mandatory requirements, 
update Energy Performance 
Certificates, role of public 
buildings, digital logbooks, 
building renovation passports, 
etc.

• Reinforce funding solutions

• Provide technical assistance

• Improve skills in the 
construction sector

• Expanding the market for 
sustainable construction 
products and services

Focus areas

• Tackling worst-performing 
buildings and energy poverty

• Mandatory minimum energy 
performance requirements

• Public buildings showing the 
way: focus on schools, hospitals 
and care facilities

• Decarbonizing heating and 
cooling

• Mobilising neighbourhood 
approach

New European Bauhaus –
Matching Style with 

Sustainability

The Renovation wave
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A comprehensive vision on building renovation

‘Energy efficiency first’ 
principle

Neighbourhood and 
communities

• Healthier, greener & more 
accessible buildings

• Interconnected neighbourhood 
districts

• Energy communities

Smart buildings

• Buildings producing energy, 
with recharging points for e-
mobility and bike parking

• Smart buildings providing 
essential data for city planning 
and servicesLife cycle thinking and 

circular economy 
principles

• Reduced pressure for 
natural resources and 
greenfield construction

• Adaptable buildings 
resilient to extreme natural 
events

• Reduce water consumption, 
remove hazardous 
materials

• Address fire safety

• Promote climate resilience 
and biodiversity

Integration of in-
built and onsite 
renewables
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Fire safety in the EPBD

The Energy Performance of Buildings Directive

Revision: EC proposal end of 2021: Focus on provisions that are central 

to boosting building renovation / interlay with Energy Efficiency Directive, 
Renewables Energy Directive, etc.

Areas explored:

• Introduction of mandatory minimum energy performance requirements

• Promoting the decarbonisation of buildings – new vision for 2030 and beyond 

• Reinforcing Energy Performance Certificates - links with other tools

• Promoting smartness in buildings (Smart Readiness Indicator)

• Financing 

• Improving skills and training

• Public buildings and social infrastructure 

Open Public Consultation (open until 22 June)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12910-Revision-of-the-Energy-
Performance-of-Buildings-Directive-2010-31-EU

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12910-Revision-of-the-Energy-Performance-of-Buildings-Directive-2010-31-EU
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EU budget to kick-off the Renovation Wave
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The EU’s 2021-2027 long-term budget & 
NextGenerationEU - Publications Office of 
the EU (europa.eu)

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d3e77637-a963-11eb-9585-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
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Recovery plan for Europe | European Commission 
(europa.eu)

Recovery and Resilience Facility | European Commission 
(europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/recovery-plan-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en#example-of-component-of-reforms-and-investments


Thank you!

Dimitrios Athanasiou
Policy Officer, Directorate-General for Energy

European Commission


