Decision 624th 
Administrative Board of Central Union of Greek Municipalities

SUBJECT: The voting of Charter of Homeless Rights
The Administrative Board of KEDE, after hearing a suggestion from Mr. I. Karagiannis, KEDE’s General Director, on the above issue and specifically: 
Our country in the last decade has experienced and continues, due to covid-19, to experience an unexpected and unbearable crisis, both economic and social. The result of the crisis was the disintegration of the so-called middle class, with all the consequences this had for our society. Suddenly we saw our fellow human beings losing their jobs, looking in the trash for their food, while targeted social research revealed a rapid deterioration of homelessness. Without a permanent home, the homeless are deprived of many other fundamental rights such as access to health services, employment, social protection, benefits and the basic psychological right to privacy.

It is the duty of the State to ensure the provision of housing to every person living in the country, regardless of gender, legal and economic status, social, religious and national origin. For this reason, there is an absolute need to formulate a binding National Strategic Action Plan for the homeless in cooperation with Organizations, Municipalities, Regions, Ministries and Public Organizations.
Despite the fact that the first attempt was made to legislate the homeless with article 29 of law 4052 (Government Gazette 41A of 1/3/2012) and the homeless are recognized as a vulnerable social group to which social protection must be provided, no effort has been made application of this arrangement. Also, there has been no formal procedure for registering the homeless so that we have reliable data and based on these, housing and homeless protection policies are implemented.

In 2016, a resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council, and signed by all EU Member States, called for "all necessary measures to be taken to eliminate any law criminalizing homelessness". The New Urban Agenda, adopted by the UN Habitat III Conference in November 2016, called for action “to reduce and eliminate homelessness, to address and eliminate its criminalization and progressive implementation of the framework for the right to adequate housing ". The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) called for "an end to poverty, and in particular extreme poverty, by 2030". In 2017, the European Commission and the Member States launched the European Pillar of Social Rights (EPSR), which includes the right to housing under the Authority 19.
FEANTSA is the European federation of organizations dealing with the fight against homelessness and the promotion of the right to housing, in European countries. It has almost 130 members and is active in more than 30 countries, and is an Adviser to the European Commission. The ultimate goal of FEANTSA is to eliminate the phenomenon of homelessness in European countries. One of the awareness campaigns implemented by FEANTSA and launched in 2019, is the "Homeless Bill of Rights" campaign that aims to adopt the Charter of the Rights of the Homeless by Local Authorities and to encourage the recognition of their rights. 

On November 4, 2020, the Secretary General of Social Solidarity & Poverty Alleviation, Mr. G. Stamatis, by his document with Protocol Number 579, communicated to us the "Charter of Homeless Rights" of FEANTSA.

The purpose of the letter is to sensitize all Municipalities, first by voting for the Charter of Rights (which we enclose to you), and secondly, by taking relevant initiatives through a Municipal Action Plan, to address the needs of our citizens living under homelessness.

Several European cities have taken good practice in this initiative. At the national level, cities such as Thessaloniki, which recently with the no. 679 / 29-10-2020 unanimous Decision of the Municipal Council adopted the Charter, but also Athens, Piraeus, Heraklion, Ioannina, N. Ionia, and Trikala, which in May 2018 proceeded to register the Homeless with the assistance of Panteion University but also 35 volunteers and professionals from social organizations (UNESCO, Doctors of the World, KETHEA, OKANA, PRAKSIS) and the Ministry of Labor, which had taken the initiative to form the Working Group.
The objectives of this action were: 

a) the strongest and most effective gathering of data to highlight a multilevel and complex issue that remains largely invisible to public debate; 

b) obtaining reliable data for a better understanding of the different homelessness situations, the causes that lead to and maintain homelessness and the ways in which people manage (or not) to overcome it; and 

c) the design of evidence-based policies.

Essentially, by the adoption of the «Charter of Homeless Rights" we are proceeding to an important step, since as a society we accept our own weaknesses in principle and we are committed to making "no one alone in the crisis" an integral part of our policies on solidarity and social cohesion. It is more imperative than ever to move from words to deeds.

In view of the above and following an interactive discussion,
It decides unanimously
To sign the Charter of Homeless Rights, which aims to:  
· to encourage the Municipalities towards the recognition of homeless rights by accepting the Charter of Rights,
· the publicity of the structures and actions in the field of hospitality and support for the homeless implemented by our Municipalities,

· networking with other operators,
· to attract additional financial resources for the implementation of the action plan of the Administrative Board, for the benefit of the target group.
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